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Hospital Uses Mac Net
To Analyze Patient Data

By Laurie Flynn

Jusl as Apple Computer is
inspired by the goal of a
computer on every desk and in
gvery home, Dr. "\dam Seiver's
vision may be said to be a
computer at eve y bedside.

Seiver envisions a system for
the Intensive (Cae Unit at the
Veterans Adnuiaistration Hospi-
tal. in Palo Alto, California. that
no L oib zuonaies v collec-
ti0a uf pateiit Jata, but analyzes
the information using physio-
logical modeling and artificial
intelligence. This system will be
¢reated through a complex net-
work of Macintoshes, medical
devices, an Al engine. and a
collection of industrial work-
stations from Motorola.

The network will take vears
to complete, but the initial
project. a decision system for
analyzing respiratory data, is
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systematic way to . nalyze respi-
ratory data or to vi :w 1l in easy-
to-read graphs.

But until the Mac came out,
bowessr, pas s and othes pras
son W wewid nel ‘ave yevl
near the computers. claims Sei-
ver. “When the Mac came out.
it was the first time we could use
computers in a clinical environ-
ment,” he said. “Otherwise, it
required a tremendous invest-
ment in time getting people to
use the PC.”

Another of the respiratory
programs enables a doctor to
view a physiological model fror
a mathematical formula, eve -

attached to a Mac Il. Evertu-
ally, Seiver hopes, these capubi.-
ities will extend to other devices,
such as instruments for measur-
ing blood pressure.
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aiready a success, Instatied
the ICU six. months ago, the
program collects data from a
patient's ventilator unit at-

tached directly to the Mac. then
displays the data relevant to the
patienf’s . esniratory funi tio s in
avarievofgaptsaadchirs,
Until Seiver duveloped the
program, called the Res iratory
Decision System, there vas no
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Dr.

Adam Seiver s creoting a hospital

nefwork that will collect and anolyze medical
tually using an Al processor information on patients in intensive core.



